Christmas Eve Communion & Candlelight Worship
December 24, 2009
6:00 p.m.

  The Prelude




        Joseph Fulmer
Silent Night
What Child is This
*The Processional Hymn



           p.238
Angels We Have Heard on High
*The Invocation

  The Lighting of the Christ Candle


Leader:
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given! 

[The four Advent candles are relit.] 

All:
God has brought light into every darkness. 

Leader:
The promises of God are fulfilled! Wonderful Counselor! Mighty God! Everlasting Father! Prince of Peace!

All:
We hear, even today, a chorus of angels bringing good news of great joy to all the people.
Leader:
We light the Candle of Christ -- witness to the Savior who is Christ the Lord. 

[The Christ Candle is lit.]

All:
Glory to God in the highest Heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors. 

  The Song for Lighting the Advent Wreath Candles  
     See Insert
(Sung to the tune of "Away in a Manger")
  The Old Testament Lesson

  
  
          p. 638
Isaiah 9:2-7
*The Hymn of Preparation


  
          p. 249
There’s a Song in the Air
  The Gospel Lesson


    
          
Luke 2:1-20


            p. 58
  The Christmas Message
 Rev. Donald R. Brown

“Emmanuel”
  The Hymn of Anticipation
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Away in a Manger

  The Sacrament of Holy Communion

    
            p. 15
A Service of Word and Table III

  The Closing Hymn & Candle Lighting

           p.239
“Silent Night”

The pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle on the advent wreath and then light the candles of those assisting.  The light will then be taken to the persons sitting on the ends of each pew.  Then each person should pass the light to the person sitting beside them.  Please remember to keep the lit candle upright and tip the unlit candle to be lit.
1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, the Lord, at thy birth.

PLEASE RAISE YOUR CANDLES IN THE AIR FOR THE SINGING OF THE LAST VERSE.

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
  The Dismissal & Going Forth in Peace

It is the custom of the church to leave in silence.  Please place your candles and candle holders in the boxes provided at the exits.
Guest Musician

We welcome Mary Beth McSwain to Fairlawn as our guest pianist for our Christmas Eve worship service.  Mary Beth is no stranger to Fair Lawn having played for our Christmas Eve worship in previous years.  Welcome back to Fair Lawn Mary Beth! 

Those Serving Tonight
Pastor



Rev. Donald R. Brown
Musicians


Mary Beth McSwain, piano & organ
Joseph Fulmer, keyboard

Linda Fulmer, piano

Chancel Choir

Crucifer


Austin Brown


Acolyte



Blake Lomas

Santa-Hatchie Work Day

Please remember that we will gather at the church this Saturday, the day after Christmas, to share Christ’s love with others through our service.  We will have breakfast together at the church at 8:00 a.m. and then be commissioned and sent forth for our day of service.  

Please join us if you are able.

Poinsettias
Thank you to everyone who purchased poinsettias and placed them in the sanctuary for all to enjoy during the Advent Season!  You may take your poinsettias tonight after the worship service or leave them for Sunday’s worship.  The Poinsettia Tree will be taken down following this Sunday’s worship.
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A Christmas Prayer

by Robert Louis Stevenson
"Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clean hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake, Amen!"
