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FROM DON’S DESK
[image: image1.wmf]Every year we look forward to the coming celebration of the birth of the Christ child.  For some of us the excitement comes from looking forward to the parties and get-togethers; for others it might be the opportunity to see family members that we haven’t seen in a while.  Still for others, it might be the joy of shopping for gifts for others; or the wonder of the gifts that we might receive.

Whatever it is that makes you excited about the coming season, I want to encourage you to enjoy the holiday.  Live, laugh, and love each other.  But I hope that will do these things with your eyes fixed on the manger and the celebration of the gift of the Christ Child that was given to us all over 2000 years ago.  

In the back of your minds this Advent season, remember the faithfulness of Mary and Joseph, and let us be faithful as well.  Remember the obedience of the Christ as he was sent to earth, and let us be obedient to God.  Remember the awe of the shepherds who came to the manger in to see the baby that would change the world forever.  And remember the coming of the worldly kings, coming to bow and present gifts in homage to the one true king.

Yes, let us celebrate.  But let us not take our eyes off of the manger.  For in the manger lies the greatest gift ever given.

Blessings on you all this Advent season!

Rev. Don
Sanctuary Renovations
[image: image8.wmf]The purchase of the new baby grand piano for our sanctuary meant we had to make changes to accommodate the new instrument.  There was no way to know at that time just how much change would come from that one decision.  

As we near the completion of those needed changes, so many of our members have commented on how beautiful the changes make our chancel area.  The process could not have taken place without the work of many folks.

We are truly grateful to Andy Douglas for providing the church with a professional plan / drawing!  Huge “thank you’s” are also due to all the church members who gave so much of their time to carry out the plans and make our sanctuary chancel area so beautiful.  Finally, we owe so much to those who allowed the use of memorial funds, and those who made special contributions, to make these changes possible.

We will dedicate the new chancel area, as well as the new furniture and other renovations/changes during a morning worship service during the season of Advent.

May God Bless all of you…And thanks for a job well done!!!

-Ray Hyatt, Chairperson of Trusteees

Operation Christmas Child
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Thanks to everyone who contributed to this years Operation Christmas Child project!

Church Ski / Tubing Retreat 
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A ski retreat weekend to Winterplace, West Virginia is being planned.  We are currently searching for the best weekend for all involved.  Look for details soon.   
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Congratulations Students!
  

Brian Wilson, a 6th grader at Blythewood Middle School, made the AB honor roll for the first 9 weeks.  Brian is also playing in the Reagan Roberts Basketball League at Trinity 

UMC.  His first game is Dec. 6.  Brian's parents are Janis and David Moore and Mr. and Mrs. Ashley Wilson of Ridgeway.

Haylee Kaye Armstrong was recently chosen 3rd out of all 4th graders in Richland County for a paper she wrote on how the farm and the city need each other. Her Mom and dad are very proud of her.

(Would you like to share your child’s success with the congregation?  Send us the information and we’ll include them in future editions.)
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Welcome New Members
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In November five people joined the Fair Lawn family.  Chris Lanier, John Hubbard, Tarina Sosenka, Austin Taylor Wilkie, and Kimberly Nicole Wilkie joined our church family.  
Welcome to the family!
UMW Dish Cloth Sale
Our United Methodist Women have a new shipment of cotton dish cloths.  See Kay Hollis or any UMW member to purchase yours!  Cost is $1 each.

CHOIR NEWS
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The Chancel Choir will present the Christmas cantata 
“A Great and Mighty Wonder” by Tom Fettke, during the morning worship service on December 21, 2008.  
Also, the Bell Choir will perform several Christmas selections on December 14, 2008 during the morning worship service.

Wedding News

Dr. Clarence O. Pittman (Fairlawn's first minister) and Mrs. Madora Holder (Denise

Jones's mother) were married on Sunday, November 9, 2008, at Bethel United Methodist Church in Spartanburg, SC.  
Their address is:
Rev. and Mrs. Clarence O. Pittman 
420 Lakeside Circle

Greenville, SC 29615
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 New Address
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Betty Lilly, mother in law of Rev. Cheezem (mother of Doty) and friend to many Fairlawners, has moved.  
Her new phone # is 796-2376 and her new address is:

Betty Lilly c/o Presbyterian Homes of South Carolina, 700 DaVega Drive, Unit 55, Lexington, SC  29073.
Seekers Class Renewal
The new Sunday School class of college students, young adults, and young couples has gotten off to a good start.  We are currently using the video / discussion series Confronting the Controversies by Adam Hamilton

The class will be moving to a larger room soon to accommodate the wonderful response.  Look for an announcement soon of our new location.

If you are not already participating in a Sunday school class we invite you to come and check out this class.

Mission Tree
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Christmas is almost upon us and on November 30th, the First Sunday of Advent, we will once again have our Mission Tree in the sanctuary.  

Donations to the mission tree project go to support the local missions in our area.  In the past the money collected has gone to the Washington Street Soup Kitchen and to the Oliver Gospel Mission.  

The cost of a light is $5.00.  You can give in honor or in memory of someone by placing the money in envelope and placing it in offering plate or you may mail it in.  

Thank you.

Altar Flowers
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There are eight open dates left on the 2009 Flower Calendar.  If you would like to sign up for one of these dates please add your name to the flower calendar located in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Confirmation Class Forming
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All youth in grades 6-12 who would like to be a part of this year’s confirmation class, and their parents, are asked to meet with Rev. Brown for an information and organization meeting on Sunday, January 11, after Sunday school.  

The class will include class meetings, service / mission projects, and a weekend retreat to Lake Junaluska.   Those who complete the class will be invited to join the church together at the end of the class.

Please note that this opportunity is open to all youth currently in grades 6-12.  Youth who have gone through confirmation before are welcome to participate again if they wish. 

Attn:  All Daughters
All ladies of the church are invited to a

Mother Daughter Brunch
January 24, 2009

9:30 AM

Guest Speaker - Heather Hoopes-Matthews, formerly of WISTV

And more surprises

Invitations and more details

to follow at the end of the month.

FAIR LAWN WOMEN’S RETREAT

All ladies of the Church

and community are invited

February 28, 2009

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Guest Speaker - Beth Greer

Gifted Bible Teacher, Speaker and Soloist

The United Methodist Women are sponsoring their first annual brunch to honor the special women in our lives.  This indeed will be an event that all of our Fair Lawn ladies and girls will not want to miss.  We all have mothers, daughters, daughter-in-laws, neices or special friends who share a very important role in our lives.  So, mark your calendar now and look for your special invitation after Christmas.

Fair Lawn’s Women Retreat will be a truly special event.  The UMW will be outreaching within the community by inviting other ladies to share in a time of Christian fellowship.  We are fortunate enough to have Beth Greer, a gifted Bible Teacher, speaker and soloist to lead us in this time of worship.  All of the ladies will definitely not want to miss her.  So mark your calendar now for this special event.  Begin thinking of 10 other ladies you will want to invite to this event.

For additional information for either of these events, you can contact Virginia Lomas, Donna Ray, Denise Jones, Louise Turner, Cindy Haytt, Pam Caywood, Alida Plunkett, Marsha Lomas, Judy Miller, Tammy Fulmer, or Jennie Price.  If you would like to help serve on one of these events, we would love to have you.

Safe Sanctuaries
[image: image19.jpg]


Recognizing that our society has changed, and acknowledging that the church should be a safe place for children, youth, and vulnerable adults, the 2008 session of the SC Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church mandated that every church adopt a set of policies and procedures to ensure the safety of its children, youth and vulnerable adults.  The deadline to have this policy in place was set as December 31, 2008.

Responding to this mandate, the lay leadership committee established a Safe Sanctuaries Committee for our church.  This committee has prepared the needed documents for our church, had them approved by the church council and charge conference, and has begun the process of implementation by the effective date of December 31, 2008.
For this policy to be effective we need every member to know what is required.  Therefore, each member is asked to pick up a copy of our policy from the table across from the sanctuary and read it.  We will all need to be diligent in the enforcement of these new policies.  There can be no exceptions to these new requirements.

A copy of our policy, as well as forms for a voluntary background check for those adults desiring/willing to serve in these areas, will be posted on our church web site for your consideration.
Finally, if you have concerns or questions about this policy as we grow into it together you are encouraged to speak to the pastor or to seek out a member of the Safe Sanctuaries Committee.  

Natural Church Development

Natural Church Development is a system designed to help churches learn what areas they should focus on to make them stronger.  The results of our survey indicate that Fair Lawn should focus on “holistic small groups.”  Simply put, we need small groups within the church that meet with the intention of spiritual formation. Councils are encouraged to use this information as you plan events for Fair Lawn’s near future.
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Order Your Poinsettia Now
Please order your poinsettia on or before Sunday, December 7th and make your checks payable to Fair Lawn United Methodist Church.  The cost is $12.00 each.  The poinsettias will be placed in the church December 14th.  You may take your poinsettia(s) home after the 9:00 service on December 21st.   
Thank you, Mrs. Catherine Pearson

-----------------------------------------
Poinsettia Order Form

Number of Poinsettias_________________

Please place my poinsettia in the Sanctuary

In Memory of ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Given By ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Prayer List
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IN ASSISTED LIVING

Grace Hinson at Magnolia Manor
Betty Lilly at Presbyterian Homes Lexington
Margaret Robertson at Agape Senior Lexington

IN HOSPITAL
Bea Pardee, Richland

AT HOME

Betty Campbell 

Doris Davis 

Sara Jo Dickey 

Betty Eller 

Tom Holland 

Jennie Hollis 

Buddy Hollis 

Frances and Julian Johnson 

John Kint 

Chris Lanier 

Eudora and Dozier Lever 

Ronnie and Louise Lever 

Betty Lilly
Blake and Mildred Lomas 
George Luthren
Margaret and Walter Marquis 

Janice McLean 
Abbie Miles
Bea and Francis Pardee 

Rev. Carroll Pope 

Wayne and Marguerete Price 

Carolyn Siron 

Carolyn and Larry Sloan 

Marty Stone
John Tarrant

Velma Walker
MILITARY

Bruce Beck 

Robbie Brown 

Lance Hall 

Bill Hill 

Jeremy Lundgren
Brandon Mallard

Mark McKenzie
Clyde Scott 

Gary Varn

Tyler Whitehead
  Sympathy

The sympathy of the pastor and congregation is extended to the family of Kory Kaiser.  Please remember this family in your thoughts and prayers, and other ways too.

Thank You!

Dear FairLawn Family,

Kristi, Kelli, & I would like to thank each of you for your many kindnesses during our recent family tragedy in the loss of Kory.  We have been very blessed by your gifts of friendship, love, food, & memorials.  It is such a blessing to know that we have such a loving church family all the time, but especially during this time of sadness and loss.  Please continue to keep me and the girls in your prayers.  With your continued love and through Christ's healing powers, we will start the healing process. 

In His arms,

Sug Kaiser
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The Legend of the Poinsettia

It once was the custom in Mexico for the villagers to leave a gift for the Baby Jesus in their church on Christmas Eve.  In one small village, a little boy

who had no gift to bring prayed to God for a way to show his love for the infant King.

God, in His mercy, looked down on the boy and answered his earnest prayer by causing a flower to bloom where he knelt — a flower so brilliant and fair.  The miraculous flower was formed like a star with leaves that were red and so bright.  And the boy’s precious gift has come to be known as the “Flower of the Holy Night.”
The following memorials and honorariums were given from October 20th through November 19th.

In Memory of Kory Kaiser

For the Memorial Fund

Given by the J. W. Hunt Company

Given by the American Saddlebred Assoc.
Given by David Armstrong

Given by Annette Banks, Ryan, Jordan, Ben, and Brooks

Given by Emily and Harry Berry

Given by Karen and Robert Broach

Given by Rita and Larry Cromer

Given by Robert and Priscilla Davis

Given by Rowena and Andy Douglass

Given by Don Dowler

Given by Elizabeth Drafts

Given by Betty Eller

Given by Leon (Randy) and Kay Fulmer

Given by Margaret Gardner

Given by Dianne and Mike Harden

Given by Rebecca and CW Hendricks

Given by Gwen Henson

Given by Jennie L. and David W. Hollis

Given by Robert and Tearesa Hudson

Given by Carrie and Todd Johnson 

Given by Robin and Judson Johnson

Given by Denise and David Jones

Given by Mary and Roy Jordan

Given by Kaleb Kaiser

Given by Joyce and Ned Kesler and Linnie Bell Eargle

Given by Chris and John Kint

Given by Rose Marie Landrum

Given by Eudora and Dozier Lever

Given by Amy Lomas

Given by Marilyn Lomas

Given by Mary Louise and George Luthren

Given by Clyde McAlhany

Given by Jean and Donald McLane

Given by Luther Morris

Given by Linda and Glen Mosser, Jr.

Given by Gail Nettles and Robbie Banks

Given by Catherine and Elof Pearson

Given by Louise and Bobby Quattlebaum

Given by Shirley and David Ray

Given by Mr. and Mrs. Marion Robinson

Given by Carol Rowe

Given by Robert W. Rutland

Given by Edward Shull

Given by Mary and John L. Summer

Given by Mary and Thomas Tanner

Given by Janet and John Tarrant

Given by Joye and John Tate

Given by Louise and Ray Turner

Given by Susan and Larry Turner

For the Apportionments Fund
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Given by Melody and James T. Etheridge

Given by John Fogle

Given by Michael Jones

Given by Kristen Summers


For the Budget


Given by Linda and Raymond Fulmer


Given by Tammy and Eddie Fulmer

Given by Betty Mann

Given by Alida and Bill Plunkett


For the Cemetery Fund


Given by Betty Lomas

Given by Patricia and John Metts


For the Missions Fund


Given by Barbara Lomas


For the Organ Fund


Given by Kay and Buddy Hollis


For the Salkehatchie Fund

Given by Allison Eubanks

Given by Al and Barbie Wactor

Given by Daune and Freddie Walker


For the Sanctuary Renovations Fund


Given by Cindy and Ray Hyatt


Virginia Lomas

For the Youth Fund

Given by Frances and Julian Johnson

In Memory of Kitt and Kory Kaiser

For the Apportionments Fund

Given by Janice and Ronnie McLean

In Memory of Billy Lomas

For the Budget

Given by Betty Mann


For the Memorial Fund


Given by Beth and Frank Lever

In Memory of Steve Lomas


For the Memorial Fund

Given by Marilyn Lomas

IN HONOR:

In Honor of Kaycie and Mike Tobias’ 1st Anniversary

For the Sanctuary Renovations Fund

Given by Barbie and Al Wactor

In Honor of Jackson Tobias

For the Apportionments Fund

Given by Barbie and Al Wactor 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
December 2nd-
Jennie Hollis
December 3rd-
Kitty Brown

Carol Carland
December 4th-
Susan Dunster


Joseph Fulmer


Paula Lynch
December 5th-
Robbie Quattlebaum

December 9th-
Christie Calhoun


Loretta Price
December 13th-
Joe Landrum, Jr.

Nancy Miller

December 15th-
Jonathan Luthren


Wayne Price

December 17th-
Carolyn Siron

December 20th-
Rob Calhoun


Rose Marie Landrum

Debra Metze

December 23rd-
Dozier Lever


Tonya Lomas
December 24th-
Jonathan Dailey
December 25th-
Jesus Christ 

December 27th-
David Moore

December 28th-
Hannah Armstrong


Terry Lomas


Mildred Lomas


Freddie Walker

December 30th-
Amanda Bailey

December 31st-
Rachel Shoop

Helpers for December 2008
Ushers:
Ray Hyatt – Head, Buddy Hollis,


Shawn Lanier, Wayne Price
Acolyte:

December 7th-
Kaleb Kaiser
December 14th-
Randi Ray
December 21st-
Hailey Vinson
December 28th-
Kimberly Miller
Crucifer:

December 7th-
Blythe Lanier
December 14th-
Brian Wilson
December 21st-
Austin Brown
Counters:
Linda Ward and Jack Lanier
Children’s Sermon:
Susanne Cecere
Sanctuary Helper:

December 7th-
Jean McLane
December 14th-
Jennie Price
December 21st-
Tammy Fulmer

December 28th-
Carla Lomas

Nursery Workers:

December 7th-
Leigh Armstrong & Judy Miller
December 14th-
Kay Hollis & Beth Lanier
December 21st-
Pam Caywood & Dianne Harden
December 28th-
Annette & Jordan Banks

Church Greeters and Hosts:
December 7th-
Kay & Buddy Hollis
December 14th-
Denise & David Jones
December 21st-
Eileen & John Fogle
December 28th-
Janet & John Tarrant

Advent Readers:
December 7th-
Sally & Wayne Branham & family
Dec. 14th-
Michael & Bobbie Ann Armstrong & fam.
December 21st-  
Freddie & Daune Walker & family
Readers:

December 7th-
Glen Mosser, Jr.

December 14th-
Rowena Douglass

December 21st-  
Susan Dunster

December 28th-
Wade Lomas
Sunday School Helpers:

December 7th-
Pam Caywood
December 14th-
Rowena Douglass
December 21st-
Annette Banks
December 28th-
Eileen Fogle

Road Sign:
Volunteer SS Class needed
CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Donald R. Brown
Music Director
Betty Stalnaker

Church Secretary
Lisa Coughlin

Custodian
Ralph Praylow

Church Phone
754-2070

Church Fax
754-5462

Parsonage Phone
708-1717
Email
fairlawn@umcsc.org
Website
www.fairlawnumccolumbia.com
THANK YOU!











































